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1. The applicant is hereby "notified that the internal 

have been established and are transmitted Wi .. 



□ 
□ 



and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority 



Filing of BBMuAuc u ts and statement i 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to a* . ' the international application (see Rule 46) : 

When? The time limit for. filing such ar umeats is normally two months the date of transmittal of the international 
search report. 

Where? Directly to the International Bute? * i of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facsimile No.: +41 22 740 14 35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article 17(2) (a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 

With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

| | the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the applicant's 

request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
| | no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International 
Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 9Qbis. 1 and 9QWj.3, respectively, before the completion of the 
technical preparations for international publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
International Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an international 
preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to the public but not 
before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date 
(in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed acts for 
entry into the national phase before those designated Offices . 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 months. 
See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 and, for details about the applicable time limits, Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant's Guide, 
Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


Interna tinrtfll application No. 

PCT/US04/31886 


A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
IPC(7) : A61F 2/06 
USCL : 623/1.12 

A ******.~Ai~*r* »#v Inf/wwitlnnnl Do font ^lacetfi^gtt/trt /'TTV^I rrr frt Yv^tTi naHnnfll r1 9 CQi ftrp fi An ATlft IPC! 


B. FIELDS SEARCHED 


Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 623/1. 12,1. 11,1. 15;6067108, 191, 194,198 


Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 


Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
EAST text search terms: wire, thread, loop, retrieve, remove, stent 


C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category * 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 


US 5,035,706 A (Giantureo et al) 30 July 1991 , Figs. 7A,B, 10B, col. 2, lines 44,45. 


1-9 


Y 
Y 


US 2002/0188344 Al (Bolea et al) 12 December 2002, Figs, 16,18,19,20, paragraphs 
39,40,60. 

US 6,375,676 Bl (Cox) 23 April 2002, Figs. 2,9, col. 12, lines 57-67. 


1-4,9-11 
10,11 


[ | Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. 


| | See patent family annex. 




* Special categories of cited document*: 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not considered to 
be of particular relevance 

*E" earlier application or patent published on or after the international filing 
date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is cited 
to establish the publication date of another citation or other special reason 
(as specified) 

"0" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means 
"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later than the 


"T* later document published after the international filing date or 

priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step when the document is taken alone 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled In the art 

document member of the s ame patent family 


Date of the actual completion of the international search 


Date of mailing of the international search report 


07 February 2005 (07.02.2005) 
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